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Telephone: (01242) 514483
Head teacher: Katie James BA (Hons) QTS 
Email:    Head teacher:
head@ckis.org.uk
               School Business Manager:
sbm@ckis.org.uk
               Secretary:
secretary@ckis.org.uk

2nd September 2026
Dear Families,

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child/ren to Kindergarten. We look forward to getting to know you and working with you over the coming year. We are excited to meet you all during our ‘stay and play’ sessions on 3rd and 4th of September.   
Our amazing team: 

	Mrs Ralph

Kindergarten Lead Practitioner
	Mrs Manocha

Key worker
	Mrs Tacey

Key worker
	Miss Ashman 

Key worker
	Mr Levy

Key worker
	Mrs Peacock
Key worker
	Miss Walker
T level Student Placement
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For your information, these are the planned induction arrangements for September 2024:

	3rd September 
	Play and stay sessions 9.30-10.15, 10.45-11.30 or 13.00-14.00 (please check your emails/seesaw for your play and stay session invitation)

	4th September 
	Play and stay sessions 9.30-10.15 or 10.45-11.30 (please check your emails/seesaw for your play and stay session invitation)

	7th September 
	Kindergarten starts


During your stay and play session your child/ren will be given a code to access Purple Mash which is our online learning tools and content, designed for children aged 3 to 11 to use within Kindergarten and at home. Purple Mash supports learning through its resources, games and creative tools. It is tailored to the Early Years Foundation Stage which is the framework used within Kindergarten which sets standards for learning and development, and then leads into the school curriculum, as your child progresses through the school.
Our learning this term will be based on our school/kindergarten theme of; ‘me, my family and my home’. This will enable us to tell our new friends and key workers all about ourselves and those who are important to us. 

At Kindergarten, we love sharing stories, exploring books, and helping children develop a lifelong love of reading. This term, books and storytelling will play a special role in our literacy learning. Children will be talking about their favourite stories with their key person and discovering the wonderful books The Leaf Thief and Superworm, which will help bring our Autumn learning to life. We are also excited to visit our school library each week, where we will enjoy reading together, exploring new books, and sharing what we love about our favourite stories. You will also be able to choose a dream read book each day to share together at home. Please ensure that you return your book before you borrow another.

This term in Mathematics, we will be developing children's early number skills through a range of practical, hands-on activities and play-based learning experiences. We will focus on number recognition and begin exploring mathematical concepts such as comparing quantities by identifying what is more than and fewer than. Children will have opportunities to explore and build with a variety of shapes and objects, helping them develop their understanding of shape, space, and measure. We will also investigate repeating patterns, practise counting through songs, rhymes, and games, and begin developing our subitising skills by recognising small groups of objects instantly, such as seeing 1, 2, or 3 items without needing to count them. These activities will help build a strong foundation for future mathematical learning while making maths fun and engaging for all children

We will be providing lots of exciting opportunities to develop children's communication and language skills through play, exploration, and conversation. Children will be encouraged to use and extend their vocabulary as they engage in our home role-play area, puppet theatre, construction activities, and small world play. Through these experiences, they will build confidence in speaking, listening, sharing ideas, and interacting with others. As part of our Commando Joe’s programme, we will be focusing on Sophie Self-aware and exploring The Colour Monster, helping children to recognise, understand, and talk about their feelings and emotions. 
The children will have many opportunities to explore their creativity through music, art, and design and we will listen to a variety of music styles. As part of our Autumn learning, we will explore Autumn by Vivaldi and enjoy developing our confidence through singing songs together. In art, we will be exploring colour and pattern, taking inspiration from the work of the artist Piet Mondrian to create our own colourful masterpieces. Children will also investigate how to create, join, and balance different materials and objects, encouraging them to become imaginative inventors, problem-solvers, and designers through hands-on exploration and creativity.

We will be exploring the world around us through a range of exciting experiences. As part of our Autumn topic, we will investigate seasonal changes and observe how the weather changes throughout the season. We will learn about the Harvest Festival, exploring why it is celebrated and how communities come together to give thanks and we will take part in our own harvest celebration. The children will be encouraged to explore the past by talking about their summer holidays and sharing memories. As we learn about our bodies, the children will identify different body parts and discover how we use them. They will also explore their five senses through hands-on activities, including a vegetable sensory table and our Forest School sessions, helping them to develop curiosity and a deeper understanding of the world around them

The children will develop their gross motor skills through our Real P.E. lessons, where we will focus on footwork and balancing on one leg to build coordination, balance, and confidence in movement. They will also have access to a variety of resources in our outdoor area, including large-scale construction equipment and balance bikes, providing opportunities to strengthen their physical skills through active play. Alongside this, children will take part in a range of fine motor activities, such as using playdough and engaging in weekly targeted tasks, to develop the hand strength, control, and dexterity needed for everyday activities and early writing.

Our Forest School sessions will focus on autumn and insects, giving children opportunities to explore the natural world, ask questions, and develop their language through hands-on outdoor learning and discovery. Through activities such as bug hunting, exploring seasonal changes, and campfire experiences, children will build confidence, resilience, independence, and a sense of adventure while learning in the outdoors

Please ensure that your child/ren brings in a fresh piece of fruit or vegetable for a morning and afternoon snack. We are an ALLERGY AWARE school/ Kindergarten and therefore ask that all snacks and packed lunches do not contain any nut products.

Your child/ren will need to bring a named water bottle in each day they attend and will take their water bottles home with them at the end of their session each day. They will have free access to their bottle of drinking water during the Kindergarten day. 
Please inform us if your child/ren is going home with a different adult at the end of the day. This information should be provided to the Kindergarten staff member during morning drop off or via Seesaw, the school office by email or by phone. 
Yours sincerely,
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Gemma Ralph

Kindergarten Lead Practitioner 
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