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Curriculum Overview:
Our curriculum provides a broad range of experiences for our pupils:
Our pupils’ backgrounds, our culture and our climate for learning provide the following drivers that
underpin all areas of our curriculum:
-

Mindfulness and learning behaviours - which helps pupils to concentrate and focus and build resilience
as learners

-

Culture and Diversity - which helps pupils to develop enquiring minds about the wider world

-

Environment and Community - which helps to instil in our pupils a respect for our environment and
for our local and wider communities

-

Creative arts and physical development - which helps our pupils to express themselves and excel as
holistic learners

We offer a thoughtful range of experiences that support our culture: pupils enjoy a ‘full spectrum’ of
academic, physical, spiritual, moral, social, cultural activities that enrich their lives. We aim to ensure that all
children have the confidence and skills to develop as resilient life-long learners.

Our curriculum provides appropriate balance:
We believe that all children should feel empowered as learners and experience the feeling of
accomplishment in a wide range of areas. Our curriculum therefore gives pupils an excellent mix of
academic and personal development; it gives equal importance to core and foundation subjects; physical
wellbeing and mental wellbeing are both valued, understood and prioritised by our careful consideration of
curriculum design.
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, along with a well-planned and structured programme of
personal development, underpins all of our work and is monitored as closely as academic subjects. We
carefully balance the requirement for pupils to reach national expectations in core subjects with our wider
curriculum aims of providing a full spectrum of thoughtful and enriching learning and life experiences. As a
result, our pupils are happy and inquisitive learners who thrive.
Curriculum design:
Our curriculum has been designed to ensure a clear progression of knowledge, skills and understanding through
focused themes and big questions. We use the EYFS Framework and National Curriculum to inform our school
curriculum.
EYFS
KS1
Prime areas:
Core subjects:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
English
Communication and Language
Maths
Physical Development
Science
Specific areas:
Literacy – Reading and Writing
Mathematics – Number and Shape, Space and Measure
Understanding the world – People and Communities,
The World and Technology
Expressive arts and design – Exploring and using media
and materials and Being Imaginative

Foundation subjects:
PSHE
Geography
Art and Design
PE
RE

Computing
History
Design and Technology
Music

Teaching and Learning:
Our aims:
At CKIS we want all children to be excited and inquisitive learners who establish a lifelong ‘love of
learning’.
Feedback:
We understand that with children in Early Years and KS1 high quality feedback is the most
effective way of supporting children to build upon their prior learning. As children move through the
school we support them to develop their self and peer assessment skills to help them become
independent learners. Verbal feedback, both from teachers and peers is planned for and given the
time required to be effective.
Scaffolding learning:
Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and through wellplanned structured opportunities that are relevant, engaging and promote deep level thinking and
learning. Teaching through both a rich continuous provision, paired work, small group and whole
class learning opportunities skilfully builds upon the experiences of the child and promotes their
next steps as a learner. Teachers and Teaching Partners competently provide a balance of
structured cross curricula learning activities and child initiated opportunities through high quality
indoor and outdoor learning environments. In this way we aim to ensure that children are actively
involved in their learning and deepen their knowledge, skills and understanding becoming masters
of their learning as:
• Problem solvers
• Resilient learners
• Collaborative thinkers
• Inspired questioners
Reflect:
AT CKIS we value the importance of getting to know our children and families well so that we can
ensure planning and provision reflect children’s own experiences, as well as providing new
experiences and opportunities. We take time to understand our children’s interests and
fascinations and assess the security of their knowledge, skills and understanding in order that we
scaffold learning opportunities that will inspire and challenge every child. Effective teaching
reflects the commitment and determination of all staff to ensure that every child in our school
succeeds. It requires methods that engage children in productive learning and the imagination to
make learning vivid and relevant. It requires the skill to build on what children already know
through effective observation, assessment and a highly effective transition process that enables us
to evaluate and communicate how well each child is achieving. It presupposes subject expertise
that allows teachers and Teaching Partners to challenge children at the highest level through
effective questioning and provision of scaffolded learning opportunities that are:
•
•
•
•

Exciting
Relevant
Meaningful
Cross curricula

