
Charlton Kings Infants’ School Reception CEW expectations 
 

 

 
Common Exception Words (CEWs) are everyday words that break the phonic rules taught at school. 
 
Whilst these words will always be part of each child’s common vocabulary, they will eventually cease to be ‘exception 
words’ when the child understands the rules behind their pronunciation and spelling. 
 
 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Read CEWs 
Total: 28 

 

I, to, the, he, she, 
me, we, be, a 

no, go, so, you, 
said, come, some, 

have, my 

do, was, are, they, 
there, were, one, 

by, is, his 

Spell CEWs 
Total: 13 I, to, the he, we, be, me, she my, you, no, go, so 


